The Disney Month Ahead - October
2026

Your calm, organised round-up of what's happening across Walt Disney World.

October brings cooler mornings, gentler evenings and a shift toward more
predictable crowd patterns. Moving to a monthly update gives us space to slow down,
breathe, and bring you richer, more strategic guidance — all in one cosy cup of tea.

As always, my goal is to help you feel informed, supported and confident in your
planning, especially if your family has SEND needs.

Grab your brew, and let's look at what's happening across the pond this October.

September LOOKBACK: THE RECAP YOU
NEED

September brought festival energy, early Halloween excitement and several
operational updates. Here are the key headlines:

Mickey's Not-So-Scary Halloween Party Continued Strong

Sold-out dates, heavier evening crowds and early Magic Kingdom closures shaped
the month.

Food & Wine Festival Crowds Stabilised

Weekday mornings remained calm, with predictable lunchtime surges.
Weather Shift Began

Cooler mornings and breezy evenings made sensory-friendly planning easier.
Construction Progress Across Parks

Rethemes, refurbishments and new openings continued across all four parks.

If any of these changes affected your plans, I'm always here to help you navigate them



calmly.

i£f Walt Disney World headlines - October magic

Celebrating 55 years of Walt Disney World

Walt Disney World marked its 55th anniversary, honouring Opening Day Cast
Members with heartfelt recognition and storytelling moments. It's a lovely milestone
that highlights how many families—including SEND families—have found comfort,
joy and predictability in the parks over the decades.

@ Villains Land - new details revealed

Disney shared fresh details about the upcoming Villains Land at Magic Kingdom,
including early attraction names:

e Maleficent’s Flight — a high-energy coaster themed around Maleficent's dragon
form
e The Queen’'s Hall of Shadows — an immersive dark-ride inspired by the Evil Queen

e Dr Facilier's Voodoo Garden — a walk-through atmospheric space with interactive
effects

@ Piston Peak - Frontierland’s new energy

More information has been released about the Piston Peak area inspired by Cars and
Planes: Fire & Rescue, including:

e Miss Fritter’'s Wild Ride — a chaotic, movement-based family attraction
e Cars Ridge Run Rally —an outdoor racing-style ride with new vehicles

@ Dreamfinder & Figment return to EPCOT

EPCOT fans can celebrate the return of Dreamfinder and Figment in a brand-new
attraction experience:

e Journey Into Imagination: Dreamport — a reimagined attraction blending classic
Figment storytelling with updated scenes and interactive moments

€ Spaceship Earth — a new chapter

Disney confirmed a major refresh of Spaceship Earth, with updated scenes, new
lighting effects and refreshed narration, while keeping its optimistic spirit.

# Holiday planning news

e 2026 EPCOT Candlelight Processional narrators announced - ideal for guests
planning festive EPCOT visits.

e 2027 EPCOT Flower & Garden Festival dates confirmed — helpful for early
planners.



Food & dining

e The Turf Club Bar & Grill reopening — a cosy, relaxed dining option returning to
Disney’'s Saratoga Springs Resort.

e Halloween Food Guide released — seasonal snacks and limited-time treats now
available across the parks.

TT Magic Kingdom feel-good story

e New Casey's Corner pianist — live music and classic Main Street charm return to
the heart of Magic Kingdom.

22z Closures & Refurbishments

4 Water Parks
Typhoon Lagoon — FULL PARK CLOSED (All October)

Typhoon Lagoon is undergoing seasonal refurbishment and is closed for the entire
month. Guests are being directed to Blizzard Beach, which remains open.

Blizzard Beach — Slush Gusher CLOSED

Blizzard Beach is open, but Slush Gusher is unavailable.
i%i Magic Kingdom

Carousel of Progress — CLOSED (Major Refurbishment)

Closed since July for its largest update in decades. Will remain closed through
October, with a planned Spring 2027 reopening.

Walt Disney World Railroad — CLOSED (Sept 28-Oct 29)

The Railroad is fully closed for refurbishment until October 30. When it reopens, it will
continue in shuttle mode between Main Street and Fantasyland. Frontierland Station
remains closed due to Villains Land & Piston Peak construction.

Frontierland Station — CLOSED
Closed long-term due to construction for Villains Land and Piston Peak.
& EPCOT

La Signature (France Pavilion) — CLOSED



Closed since June 2026 and remains closed beyond October 31. Guests can find
Guerlain products at Plume Et Palette.

&/ Animal Kingdom

Tropical Americas — Construction Ongoing

Large-scale land development continues.

Kali River Rapids — Refurbishment Continues

Still closed for refurbishment.

iH: Resorts

Grand Floridian — Refurbishment Complete

Polynesian Village — DVC Island Tower Construction Active
Yacht Club — Yachtsman Steakhouse Reopening
BoardWalk Inn — Cosmetic Touch-Ups Ongoing
Coronado Springs — Convention Centre Refurbishment
Caribbean Beach — Pool Deck Maintenance

Fort Wilderness — Paving & Comfort Station Repairs

All-Star Resorts — Landscape & Exterior Maintenance

Weather Outlook

Highs of around 28-31°C with cooler mornings and breezy evenings. October is one of
the most comfortable months for sensory-sensitive guests, with less intense heat but
still warm enough for pools and water parks.

&% Crowd Expectations

e Moderate crowds overall, with:
o calmer mornings
o predictable festival surges
o busier weekends
e Rope drop remains the best strategy for calm, predictable touring. If you'd like
help building a crowd-aware plan, | can create one tailored to your family.

SEND Tip of the Month



Predictable transitions for festival days
Food & Wine can be sensory-heavy: smells, queues, music and unpredictable crowds.
Try the Three-Zone Method:

1. Calm Zone - choose one quiet area for breaks (Japan gardens, UK pavilion,
Canada path).

2. Activity Zone — choose 2-3 booths or experiences in advance.

3. Flex Zone - treat everything else as optional.

This keeps the day predictable and reduces decision fatigue.

“/ NEW IN THE STRATEGY SHOP!

Coming this month: The Full SEND Guide

This month, I'm focusing fully on completing the Full SEND Guide—a calm,
comprehensive resource designed to support families who benefit from predictable,
sensory-aware planning.

It will include:

sensory-friendly routes

attraction sensory profiles

MagicBand+ cue interpretation

rest-point mapping

water park strategies

multi-generational coordination tools

pacing and regulation support

gentle transition scripts

guiet-space micro-maps

a full DAS chapter with functional-needs scripts and OT-informed guidance

It's the most detailed resource I've ever created, and | can’t wait to share it with you
later this month.

= ALITTLE CHAT: WHY | DO THINGS A BIT
DIFFERENTLY HERE

| build Magical Planners on honesty, independence and SEND-aware planning. No
commissions, no inflated prices — just calm, clear guidance built around your family’'s
needs.

You stay in full control of your holiday budget. | simply take the stress off your
shoulders so you can enjoy the magic.



A
%4 DVC Corner

DVC villas continue to be a brilliant option for SEND families thanks to calmer
environments and larger rooms. If you'd like to explore renting points for a Deluxe
stay at a fraction of the cost, you can check availability through my trusted partner,
David's DVC Rentals.

https:/partner.dvcrequest.com/idevaffiliate/idevaffiliate.php?id=990

| can also help you choose the right resort based on your family's needs.

Guest Experience Innovation Series

My professional innovation series continues on LinkedIn, exploring future-focused,
sensory-aware concepts for Walt Disney World.

Concept 3 will be released later this month, building on the foundations of Concepts 1
and 2 and focusing on an area of accessibility that deserves far more attention.

*| Want These Updates Every Month?

You can subscribe to the Disney Monthly Newsletter on my website to receive calm,
organised updates straight to your inbox.

If you'd like help planning your holiday, choosing the right resort, or booking
special events, my inbox is always open. Calm, friendly guidance — no pressure.

| hope this months update helps you feel organised, supported and ready for
whatever stage of planning you're in.

+! Have a calm and magical month,
Ruth

Magical Planners | SEND-Friendly Disney Planning | DVC
Rentals UK
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